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Harry Dresden, Chicago's only professional wizard, takes on a case as a favor to his friend

Thomas-a vampire of dubious integrity-only to become the prime suspect in a series of ghastly

murders. --This text refers to the Paperback edition.
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I'm not sure that it is technically accurate to label this latest stanza in the 'Dresden File' series a

pleasant surprise, since all of the books have been enjoyable reading. But author Jim Butcher has

managed to take a series that was showing signs of being pleasantly predictable and up the level

just a bit. Much of this has been accomplished by developing Harry Dresden into something more

than a Chicago wizard with an overly developed sense of responsibility (and possible an overactive

thyroid). He has developed more of the sense of self-awareness I would expect from a professional

wizard, although I would say that Harry's judgment is still has a bit of adolescent about it.Another

part of this growth stems from the fleshing out of the basic Dresden plot, which is Harry in trouble

with the wizard's White Council and hunted by the various vampire courts. That hasn't changed

much. This time Harry is trying to put a stop to a new Black Court effort to end his life while keeping

a deadly evil eye curse from bankrupting a porno film startup company. The latter effort puts Harry

at odds with the head of the Vampire's White Court. We get to experience both the delights of the

film stage and the wild action of a raid on a Black Court lair.Butcher makes this come alive by filling

in a lot of the blanks about his vampire's society and politics, while stepping up the heat on Harry's



relationship with Lt. Karrin Murphy, the head of Special Investigation. Throw in the development of

several other collateral characters and you have an action story with interesting characters. This

works well, because Butcher seems to know when to back off from the melodramatic and let people

behave like people (or vampires) in a serious conflict..
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